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less fortunate. Meletius had to retire from Antioch, Eastathius from Sebastia.
The Semiarians looked to Valentinian for help.    He
had received them favourably the year before, and his
intercession was not likely to be disregarded
eSSSy'to     now.    Eustathius of Sebastia was therefore
Liberiiw.        gent to ^ tkeir cage before the court of
Milan. As, however, Valentinian had already started for Gaul, the deputation turned aside to Eome and offered to Liberius an acceptance of the Nicene creed signed by fifty-nine Semiarians, and purporting to come from the council of Lampsacus and other Asiatic synods. The message was well received at Eome, and in due time the envoys returned to Asia to report their doings before a council at Tyana.
Meanwhile the plans of Valens were interrupted by the news that Constantinople had been seized by a pretender. Procopius was a relative of Procopius, Julian who had retired into private life, but "cp *3 5' whom the jealousy of Valens had forced to become a pretender. For awhile the danger was pressing. Procopius had won over to his side some of the best legions of the Empire, while his connexion with the house of Constantine secured him the formidable services of the Goths. But the great generals kept their faith to Valens, and the usurper's power melted away before them. A decisive battle at Nacolia in Phrygia (May 366) once more seated Valens firmly on his throne.
Events could scarcely have fallen out better for Eudoxius and his friends. Valens was already on their side, and now his zeal was quickened by the